
June 11, 2020 

Memorial of St. Barnabas 
 

Dear All, 
 

Greetings from the Rectory. It is good to see people at Mass again! Between the three weekend parish 

Masses on June 6th & 7th, approximately 165 people attended. Again, I appreciate your patient 

understanding and cooperation as we observe the guidelines given to us by the diocese at this time. We 

are in this together and can ‘offer this up’ as a sacrifice of love to God so that He may do something 

beautiful with it in us. 
 

Let me also take a moment to thank all those who have brought extra masks, cleaning supplies, hand 

sanitizer, and other necessities during this time; and thank you to volunteers who have helped keep the 

church sanitized during these past weeks – your willingness to assist and be attentive to the safety of many 

is much appreciated. Since many hands make light work, I encourage all of us to consider two items when 

coming to the church for Mass: 1) Bring an individual sanitizing cloth to wipe down your pew before 

leaving; and 2) If you are unable to sanitize the pew, please place the kneeler down indicating that the 

pew needs to be sanitized. Your help in this regard is much appreciated and will certainly assist in the 

efficiency and diligence with keeping the area clean and sanitized. 
 

This coming weekend – June 13th & 14th – is the Solemnity of Corpus Christi, which is the Most Holy 

Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is customary to have a time of Eucharistic Adoration and a 

procession with the Blessed Sacrament, during which we offer prayers to God, thanking Him for His 

goodness and beseeching His mercy. This coming Sunday, June 14th, beginning at 1PM at The Church 

of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, there will be Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament and, weather permitting, a procession with the Blessed Sacrament around the grounds of 

the church and through St. Mary Cemetery. I encourage you and your family to come for this time of 

prayer and procession with our Lord – what tremendous blessings and graces will flow from this time of 

prayer! 
 

Among the beautifully eloquent and poetic works composed during the 13th century by St. Thomas 

Aquinas about the Most Blessed Sacrament, the words of these two Eucharistic hymns can help us 

approach, touch, and begin to enter into the mystery, power, grace, and love of this divine reality. May 

we contemplate 

prayerfully this 

great Sacrament – 

the Body, Blood, 

Soul and Divinity 

of our Lord Jesus 

Christ – in joyful 

anticipation of 

this weekend’s 

awesome Feast, 

and be led by 

God’s grace into deeper adoration of, and union with, our blessed 

Lord, who is the Way, and the Truth, and the Life! 

 

 

Praised be Jesus Christ, now and forever! 

God bless, 

Fr. James Dodson 

O Salutaris Hostia 

O saving Victim, opening wide, 

the gate of Heaven to us below; 

our foes press hard on every side; 

Thine aid supply; Thy strength bestow. 
 

To Thy great Name be endless praise, 

Immortal Godhead, One in Three. 

Oh, grant us endless length of days, 

In our true native land with Thee. 

Tantum Ergo 

Down in adoration falling, 

lo! the sacred Host we hail; 

lo! o'er ancient forms departing, 

newer rites of grace prevail; 

faith for all defects supplying, 

where the feeble senses fail. 
 

To the Everlasting Father, 

and the Son Who reigns on high, 

with the Holy Ghost proceeding 

forth from Each eternally; 

be salvation, honor, blessing, 

might, and endless majesty. 

 


